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	A howling good time 

‘Coyote Dreams: A Very Arizona Christmas’ parodies holiday jingles 

RICH OTT TODAY STAFF 


   If you like Christmas carols, are an Arizona resident, or just love to laugh, then you will enjoy "Coyote Dreams." 
   Running through Jan. 6 in Peoria, this musical comedy takes 20 classic Christmas tunes and inserts lyrics that are enriched with Arizona lore. 
   So, instead of "Silver Bells," you have "Silver Hairs," and "Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas" becomes "Have Yourself a Tacky Tombstone Christmas." Let’s not forget "Winter Wonderland," which, when you think about it, obviously becomes "Desert Wonderland," and "All I Want for Christmas are My Two Front Teeth" is turned into "All I Want for Christmas is No AIMS Testing." And for the West Valley residents, "O’ Little Town of Bethlehem" becomes "O’ Little Town Built By Del Webb." 
"I love writing song parodies," said the show’s playwright, Alexx Stuart. "I locked myself in a room and in about four days I wrote 20 Christmas parodies." 
   Only Stuart didn’t always stay in his room. 
   "He would get so excited about the lyrics that he would come into my office," said Diedre Kaye, Stuart’s wife and director of "Coyote Dreams: A Very Arizona Christmas." "When he was having such fun with the writing, I knew it was going to be something special." 
   Surprise resident Harriet Fusaro feels the same way. The Sun City Grand resident was in Stuart’s most famous play, "Buzzard Ball," which is in development to become a movie. 
   "I think it’s the best thing he has done," said Fusaro. "It’s the most clever thing he has written." 
   Stuart has penned several comedies, such as "Buzzard Ball" (about senior softball), "Murder at Savings & Loan Ballpark" (murder mystery involving a dysfunctional baseball team, the Arizona Piggybacks) and "The Woes of Kilimanjaro . . . Country Club" (a golf parody taking place on a course in the wilds of Africa). 
   "Coyote Dreams: A Very Arizona Christmas" came about after Kaye volunteered Stuart to write a Christmas benefit show for Desert Foothills Theater in Scottsdale, the troupe closest to the couple’s home. 
   "After 30 years in the business, (Desert Foothills) board members brainstormed ways to make money," Stuart said. "So, Diedre volunteered me to write a Christmas show." 
   Since the idea wasn’t his own, Stuart admitted to procrastinating a bit. He eventually began and borrowed the general concept from a show he saw years ago in Alaska. 
   "It was called something like ‘The Alaska Tour Guide.’ I made notes and put them in a file," Stuart said. 
   He then consulted those notes when he began writing the Christmas show. 
   "I did it pretty fast, compared to my other plays," Stuart said. 
   "Coyote Dreams" took him six weeks to write. The version that Stuart and Kaye brought to the Satisfied Frog in Cave Creek Dec. 7, and Peoria’s Ramada Inn Dec. 9, is Stuart’s second draft. 
   "We are very happy with the way it turned out," Stuart said. 
   So happy, in fact, that Stuart and Kaye invited all six actors — Fusaro, Kevin Young, Tyler Heald, Meghan Rudisill, Jason Young and Lindsay Urbank — back for next year. 
   "Coyote Dreams" begins with a couple coming to Arizona from Minnesota for a two-week trial around Christmas to see if they can live in the desert. It follows them as they visit relatives in Sun City and then tour the state, where they meet all kinds of wacky residents and learn Arizona history in the process. 
   Stuart, who moved to Arizona nine years ago from Minnesota, used his own experience as a guide. 
   "We’re excited about how the group has meshed," Stuart said. 
   "I had a director’s dream," said Kaye, "between the script and the group of people I worked with." 
   Kaye wasn’t able to plug in all the actors until two weeks before opening night. However, she never panicked. 
   "I kept telling Alexx, I know people are going to come (audition)," she said. 
   People are coming out to see the show as well, with 140 watching the benefit in Cave Creek and the Desert Rose Dinner Theater at Ramada Inn selling out its first of five performances. The remaining four shows run at 6:30 p.m. Saturdays through Jan. 6. 
   Prior to the show beginning at 7 p.m., the cast sings Christmas carols for the crowd as it begins dinner with the salad course. 
   "I love to sing," Fusaro said. "For me, (the show) is a joy. It’s amazing to me how (Stuart) came up with the lyrics. It’s just fun to do." 
   For information or to reserve tickets, call Stuart’s and Kaye’s theatrical company, Darknight Productions at 480-595-7346. 
   Other local shows running during the holidays are "South Pacific" at Arizona Broadway Theatre in Peoria, through Jan. 7 (776-8400), and "The Christmas Schooner" at Theater Works in Sun City through Dec. 22 (815-7930). 
   Reach reporter Rich Ott at 876-2554. 
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Tyler Heald frightens Harriet Fusaro in this scene from "Coyote Dreams." Heald is portraying an accountant biker from the gang, Hell’s Cashiers. THOMAS BOGGAN/TODAY STAFF 
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THOMAS BOGGAN/TODAY STAFF Lena and Carl Johnson encounter Brittany, left, one of several offbeat Arizona residents in "Coyote Dreams: A Very Arizona Christmas." The actors portraying the characters are Meghan Rudisill, left, Lindsay Urbank and Jason Young. 
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