
Theater company will produce Saturday shows at West Valley hotel 

RICH OTT TODAY STAFF 

When Diedre Kaye started working for a murder mystery dinner theater troupe, her husband, Alexx Stuart, made the mistake of saying, "I could write this." "She said, ‘Why don’t you?’" Stuart recalled. So, the former high school athletic administrator did, and the result was "Murder at Savings & Loan Ballpark (SLoB)." The couple, who retired to Arizona in 1997 from Minnesota, took Stuart’s show and started offering it to resorts, clubs and restaurants — as well as private and corporate functions. The duo made their show available when other theater companies had dark nights (no show) — traditionally Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday — which was the genesis for the company name, Darknight Productions. Beginning this Saturday, the couple might want to reconsider that name. From Sept. 30 to May 20, Darknight Productions will feature a repertoire of shows every Saturday night in the Ramada Inn, 8955 N.W. Grand Ave. in Peoria. To kick things off will be Stuart’s original murder mystery show, "Murder at Savings & Loan Ballpark (SLoB)," followed by two more Stuart-penned shows, "The Woes of Kilimanjaro . . . Country Club" on Oct. 7 and "The Bedtime Nooz" on Oct. 14. Stuart writes about what he knows, sports and comedy. "SLoB" follows the typical murder mystery outline, an outrageous character — Arizona Piggybacks owner Col. Angelo — is disliked by all and winds up dead. Gary Caswell, who portrays the deceased, returns as Lt. Cloddumbo and solves the crime. Along the way there are plenty of laughs with a zany cast of characters: Lu LuBelle Angelo, Tootsie Vivacious, Rusty "Big Eunuch" Schwantz, Swanny Hack, Baseball Annie, Pete Petunia and Harry Carrot. As the names indicate, all of the characters are parodies of real life baseball personalities. Murder mystery dinner shows feature plenty of audience interaction, and this one is no different. The audience learns about the characters as they walk around and mingle with the crowd. Before and after the salad, some audience members get to compete for prizes as well. The body usually drops right before the main course is served. Audience members then cast their vote on who did it, and after dessert, the murderer is revealed. The lucky audience member who correctly identifies the murderer receives a parting gift from Darknight Productions. "We are pleased with the response from the community," said Kaye, noting that the preview show for "SLoB" was sold out Sept. 9. "I don’t think a day goes by without taking reservations." 
   Darknight Productions signed a year-long contract to be the resident troupe at Peoria’s Ramada Inn. 
   "Woes" will be the second show of the season, and is a parody of golf tournaments and country clubs. There is no murderer in this show, only a criminal that the audience tries to discover. 
   Besides the Stuart plays, the troupe also will produce a holiday show, "Coyote Dreams: A VERY Arizona Christmas," a couple of musical pieces, "Unforgettable" and "Man in the Mirror," as well as the world premiere of "Midlife Madness," penned by Minnesota resident Jennifer Kirkeby. 
   Glendale comedian T.A. Burrows and his Act Two Productions business partner, Laurie Ehlers, co-wrote "Unforgettable," a musical featuring 20 songs and 10 [image: image5.jpg]


celebrity impersonations, as well as "Man in the Mirror," a look back through song, laughter and multiple personalities. 
   Kirkeby’s piece, running Saturday and Sunday the first three weekends of May, is about three friends turning 50 and their look back at life, to see if they love what they are doing. Kaye describes it as "a discovery of self through comedy." 
   The Christmas show, running consecutively for five weeks (Dec. 9 to Jan. 6), was also penned by Stuart and features well-known holiday music with a twist. 
   The story focuses on a couple used to white Christmases coming to Arizona during the holiday season to see if they want to move to the state. They encounter a slew of unusual characters, all with an Arizona story to tell through song, such as, "What Ever Happened to Terminal One?" 
   Like "Coyote Dreams," Stuart’s "The Bedtime Nooz" has little to do with sports. "Nooz" was written for a comedy troupe called The Early Bird Special. The troupe will perform the sketch comedy bits with introductions by Kaye, portraying news anchor Diane Voyeur. 
   "Nooz" marks the only show that Kaye appears in, though she and her husband are Darknight’s safety net in case actors fall ill or fail to show up. 
   "Diedre and I have become the understudies," said Stuart, who has performed as the "The Big Eunuch" while his wife has assumed the duties of Baseball Annie. 
   When they are not filling in for actors, the couple are running the technical end, with Stuart manning the lights and doing all the special effects, and Kaye stage managing. 
   Tickets for all of the shows run $35, plus tax. The price includes tip and select beverages, a cash bar is available. Reservations are required more than 48 hours in advance. 
   Seating begins at 6:30 p.m. with the show promptly starting at 7. 
   "We are pleased to be on the West side," said Kaye, a Scottsdale resident. "It’s an exciting time for arts in the West Valley." 
   To make reservations, call Darknight Productions at 480-595-7346. 
   Reach reporter Rich Ott at 876-2554 or rott@aztrib.com. 

876-2554 or rott@aztrib.com. 

Five cast members rehearse "The Woes of Kilimanjaro . . . Country Club" at Peoria’s Ramada Inn Sept. 20. The actors are Holly Moran, left, Brenda Goodenberger, Matt Morgan, Sarah Chapman and Garrett BanRooy. PETE PALLAGI/TODAY STAFF 
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Alexx Stuart and Diedre Kaye own and operate Darknight Productions, an entertainment troupe that will produce shows at Peoria’s Ramada Inn every Saturday through May. PETE PALLAGI/TODAY STAFF 
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Saturday, Oct. 7 and Oct.
14
WHERE: Ramada Inn,
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Below s a lst of the
company's seven shows.
and when they wil run. Al
shows are performed at
Pecrie’s Ramada Inn, 5955
NW. Grand Ave., with
seating at 6:30 p.m. and
the show at 7.

@ “Murder at Savings &
Loan Ballpark (SLoB),”
Sept. 30, Oct. 21, Nov. 18,
Jan. 27, Feb. 24, March 3,
17,2431 and April 28,

@ “The Woss of
Kilmariaro . .. Country
Club." Oct, 7, Nov. 4, Now.
25, Jan. 13, Feb. 10'and
Aprl 14,

@ “The Bectime Nooz,”
Oct. 14, Nov. 11, Jan. 20,
Feb, 17, March 10 and
Aprl 21

@ “Coyote Dreams: A
VERY Atizona Chrstmas,”
Deo. 5, 16, 23,30 and
Jan.s.

® “Unforgtiable,” Oct.
28 and Feb. 2.

@ “Man n the Mirror,”
Deo. 2 and April 7.

@ “Midife Madness,”
May 5,6, 12, 13, 19 and
20. (Sunay perfommances
will start gt 2 pm.)
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Diedre Kaye, left, choroegraphs a dance move for Peoria resident Brenda Goodenberger, an actress in "The Woes of Kilimanjaro . . . Country Club." PETE PALLAGI/TODAY STAFF 
