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West Valley dinner theater features musical golf parody 
RICH OTT TODAY STAFF Reach reporter Rich Ott at 876-2554 or rott@aztrib. 

com. 



    When playwright Alexx Stuart initially penned and presented “The Woes of Kilimanjaro . . . Country Club” in March 2006, the mystery dinner theater show had four songs. 

    Then he cast new actors and immediately thought, “we need more music.”     So when “Woes” runs five more times this year in Peoria, including 6:30 p.m. Saturday, the dinner show will feature 10 songs. 

    “We bumped up the music because we knew we had good singers,” Stuart said. 

    Before the additional songs, Stuart admits that something was missing from “Woes,” a golf parody. However, since running it with 10 songs, the playwright is quite satisfied. 

    “The (extra) musical parodies really improved it from last March,” he said. And he knows audience members will be impressed with “how good the singers are.”     One of those singers is Glendale resident Brenda Goodenberger. The mother of eight, who also runs a daycare center, usually performs concerts with her husband, Ken. However, she was attracted to “the relaxed atmosphere of the dinner theater” and the fact that there is no fourth wall, meaning actors and audience members interact throughout the performance. In fact, in “Woes,” two lucky audience members end up acting in the show’s finale. 

    “Woes” begins quickly enough with a musical number sung by the cute cart girl, Portia Lemans (performed by Sara Weibel), as she belts out “Fore!” a parody of “Fame.”     “It sets the tone for the night,” Stuart said of the opening number, his favorite song parody of “Woes.”     Stuart loves writing parodies, having recently dished out 20 for his Christmas show, “Coyote Dreams: A Very Arizona Christmas.”     In “Woes,” the nine other songs he parodies with golf lyrics are: “Heart” from “Damn Yankees,” “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” by The Tokens, “Oh, What a Night” by The Four Seasons, “Anything You Can Do” from “Annie Get Your Gun,” “Adelaide’s Lament” from “Guys & Dolls,” “One” from “A Chorus Line,” “The Beat Goes On” by Sonny and Cher, “Margaritaville” by Jimmy Buffet and “Pretty Woman” by Roy Orbison. 

    Goodenberger sings the lead on three of the songs, one of which, “Adelaide’s Lament,” is her favorite song. In “Woes,” that tune presents golf from the club’ eyes with “Golf Club’s Lament.”     And before you think only golfers will appreciate this show, that is not the case. However, they might catch more jokes than those who don’t play the sport. 

    “It’s pretty much general (terms),” Stuart said. “I’m not too specific.”     However, he wanted to make sure his actors knew all about the sport. 

    “Alexx is so wonderful, he gave us an informational packet on all the golf terminology and the famous golfers being parodied,” Goodenberger said. 

    The plot in “Woes” centers on a struggling course in Tarzania, Africa, promoting its country club, Kilimanjaro, with the match of the century, Dingo Irons versus Patty Cyberg, the best male and female golfers in the world. However, when the million-dollar prize goes missing, taken from the club’s president in an attack, all the wild and wacky characters at Kilimanjaro are suspect, including the two best golfers. 

    “The storyline is fun,” Goodenberger said. 

    She especially likes he character, the Widow Black Illyitch Tsuchiya Crazyhorse Hurwitz, the five names of her five dead husbands. 

    “I enjoy her ditsy nature,” Goodenberger said. “But you can tell there is something naughty about her under the surface.”     To find out if the Widow is the thief, call 480-595-7346 to reserve your seats. 

Reservations are required. 
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“The Woes of Kilimanjaro . . . Country Club” cast includes Glendale resident Brenda Goodenberger, left. 
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